
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – North Cen-
tral Texas College Board of Re-
gents selected a contractor for 
its Gainesville campus Medal of 
Honor Museum. Th e board chose 
Plyler Construction during the 
November 28 regular meeting.
 Th e college has received $5 
million in funding from the state 
legislature for the museum proj-
ect, Vice Chancellor of Admin-
istrative Aff airs Robbie Baugh 
said.
 Th e college went out for two 
bids – a base bid and an alternate 
bid which included options for 
enhancements to the building. 
Th e bids were opened November 
8, Baugh said.
 Th e low bid submitted by 
Plyer was $170,000 above what 
the state provided for the project, 
but the Medal of Honor Host 
City program and the city of 
Gainesville have agreed to cover 
the diff erence, Baugh said, add-
ing Tommy Moore, of the Host 
City Organization, hand deliv-
ered $100,000 of the funding at 
the November 28 meeting.
 Any enhancements to the basic 
plan will require funding via pri-
vate sources, Baugh said.
 Plyer has a working history 
with the college having built the 
Leo & Mabel Scott Health Sci-
ence Center and the industrial 
training center on the Gainesville 
campus, he added.

 Work is expected to take ap-
proximately 18 months/
 Th e board also voted to table 
a ten-year tax abatement for 
Th irty-Five and Liberty LLC 
which operates as Tractor Bobs. 

Th e board is expected to once 
again consider the abatement af-
ter some corrections are made to 
abatement agreement to ensure 
the documents conform to the 
college’s guidelines.

 Th e board also recognized 
some individuals during a special 
presentation by NCTC Chancel-
lor Dr. Brent Wallace.
 Recognized were Vice Chancellor

(Continued on Page 10)
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 Viva Magenta, Pantone’s 
color of 2023! Every year 
the software color design-
ing company comes up with 
diff erent colors of the year. 
Last year I almost ran “the 
ugliest color of the year” but 
it was so bad I didn’t think 
newsprint would even do it 
justice. Th is one seemed nice 
and upbeat for the holiday 
season so I decided to color 
the column in Viva Magenta! 
 With the holidays right 
around the corner, I know 
a lot of people have taken 
to online shopping due to 
the easy of purchase. With 
that in mind, please take the 
time and go into some of our 
fi ne local retailers. Either in 
Gainesville around down-
town, Muesnter, Valley View, 
Lindsay….any of our Cooke 
County shops will help our 
local economy continue to 
fl ourish. Keep your money 
in Cooke County and it has 
a nice way of coming back 
around to you! ‘Tis the Sea-
son!

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Workforce Solutions Texo-
ma will be hosting a hiring 
event, located at their offi  ce 
1311 N. Grand, Ste. 200 in 
Gainesville, for Texas Juve-
nile Justice Department on 
December 14 anytime be-
tween 10:00 am and 1:00 pm. 
To fi nd out more information 
about the job requirements 
check out www.workintexas.
com.
 Th e will also be hosting a 
hiring event, located at their 
offi  ce for Winstar World Ho-
tel on December 15 anytime 
between 10:00 am and 12:00 
pm. To fi nd out what posi-
tions they will be hiring for 
check out www.workintexas.
com.

++++++++

 If you didn’t catch open-
ing weekend, I think there 
are some seats still available 
to this amazing youth perfor-
mance of “A Little Princess” 
at Butterfi eld Stage. We had 
the pleasure of catching this 
show on Sunday at it was 
worth every second.

(Continued on Page 4)

Plyler Construction to Build
MOH Museum at NCTC

Commissioners OK Cattle Guard 

Installation at County Fairground
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
tyCommissioners voted unani-
mously, at the December 12 
regular meeting, to approve in-
stallation by Precinct 4 workers, 
of a cattle guard at the north end 
of the Cooke County Fairground 
Road.
 Th e Cooke County Fair Asso-
ciation is set to fence the livestock 
barn and some surrounding area 

near the Cooke County Justice 
Center off  Highway 82. A cattle 
guard is required for the road 
which is on property deeded to 
the county by the fair association.
 Th e fair organization is plan-
ning to fence the barn area to 
limit liability issues regarding 
larger livestock that could be 
housed at times at the barn site, 
Fair Board member Doug Smith-
son said.
 Precinct 4 Commissioner Leon 
Klement suggested the asso-

ciation give the county approxi-
mately four acres on the north 
side of the property in exchange 
for the property the road sits on. 
Th e county could then use the 
land for a parking lot, he added.
 “I won’t be here long enough 
to see this get done,” Klement, 
whose time as commissioner 
ends December 31, said. “Since 
it’s in Precinct 4 and I know it’s 
county property, I thought we 
ought to have it on the agenda 
so y’all can get started, fi gure out 

what you want to do.”
 County Judge Steve Starnes said 
the parking lot is a good idea.
 “We can always use a parking 
lot,” he said. “I think the county 
fair barn would benefi t and cer-
tainly if and when we decide to 
build additional facilities out in 
that area south of the jail.”
 Any property exchange or 
transaction regarding the land 
will have to be addressed at a fu-
ture meeting.

(Continued on Page 4)

Last Minute Push - Donors and volunteers are stepping up to fi nish their work with the 2022 Cooke 
County Littlest Angels project. The project which provides Christmas gifts for families in need start-
ed this year’s effort with approximately 1,200 angels available for “adoption.” Deadline for turning in 
new, unwrapped gifts and monetary donations was December 9 but, according to Morgan Eiler, Di-
rector of Operations for the Boys and Girls Club of Cooke County, there is still time to donate. As 
of December 6, the Littlest Angels had 290 names left. For more information visit the Boys & Girls 
Club of Cooke County Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 315 North Denton 
Street or email rdiaz@BGCcooke.com for a wish list.                       (The Weekly News Phots)  

Gainesville Takes Steps to Create First-

Ever Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
continues its eff ort to designate 
a section of the city at FM 1202 
(former Camp Howze are) as a Tax 
Increment Reinvestment Zone 
[TIRZ]. Th e reinvestment zone 
is on 430 acres of land located in 
the northwest portion of the city 
and is in the city’s extra territorial 
jurisdiction.  Th e ordinance in-
corporates land owned by Camp 
Howze Development Partners, 
LLC; Gainesville Economic De-
velopment Corporation; City of 
Gainesville and the Pierce Family. 
 Th e creation of the TIRZ is a 
multi-step process and includes 
creation of a preliminary plan and 
a fi nance plan. Once the steps are 
completed, the TIRZ will be the 
fi rst in Gainesville and the fi rst in 
Cooke County, Gainesville City 

Manager Barry Sullivan said dur-
ing the December 6 regular coun-
cil meeting. 
 Th e meeting included presen-

tations on the TIRZ at the Tues-
day, December 6 regular council 
meeting. Th e council voted unani-
mously to approve an ordinance 

designating the geographic area 
Reinvestment Zone Number One, 
city of Gainesville, Texas.
 Presenters included Kyle Sikor-
ski of P3Works, LLC and Craig 
Hughes of Hughes Commercial 
Real Estate and Development LLC 
and Camp Howze Industrial Rail 
Park LLC.
 Sikorski explained how a TIRZ 
works.
 “A TIRZ is an economic devel-
opment tool that the city has at its 
disposal to encourage economic 
development that it would like to 
see,” he said. “Th e purpose of [a 
TIRZ] is to incentivize develop-
ment that would not likely other-
wise occur through private invest-
ment.”
 He said the TIRZ is useful to 
provide a mechanism to fi nance 
some of the infrastructure re-
lated to economic development.

(Continued on Page 2)

City of Gainesville Employee of the Month – Gainesville 
City Manager Barry Sullivan (right) presents the Employee 
of the Month Award for December to Ethan Facio of Gaines-
ville Fire-Rescue.                       (The Weekly News Phots)  
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Sara is an unusual child. She speaks Hindustani, French and English, has read 
almost every book in her father’s library and uses fantasy to imagine herself 
a princess. When her Army captain father leaves her at a boarding school in 

London, Sara is distraught but makes friends and wins over the headmistress, 
Miss Minchin, by her intelligence (and her wealth). However, when news arrives 
that Sara’s father has died and that his fortune has been lost, Miss Minchin turns 

Sara into a servant, banishing her to a rat-infested attic. Sara suffers cold and 
hunger, but at the moment she believes she can survive no longer she  nds her 
bare room transformed to a place of warmth and magni  cence. Is some magic 

at work? Is Sara actually the princess she fantasized?
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Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

Gainesville Takes Steps to Create First-

Ever Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
(Continued from Page 1)

“It makes the deal much 
more economical both for 
the developer and for the 
city,” he said.
 In a TIRZ fund, a per-
centage of the increased tax 
values goes to a TIRZ fund. 
Th e city has proposed 50 
percent for 25 years and is 
requesting Cooke County, 
North Central Texas Col-
lege and Gainesville Hospi-
tal District to participate at 
the same rate and term.
 Th e funds may then be 
used for public improve-
ments, public works and 
economic incentives.
 A property that is declared 
a TIRZ becomes eligible to 
receive tax increment fi -
nancing for public improve-
ments and incentives.
 “In this particular case, 
all of the infrastructure is 
being installed by the devel-
oper and the TIRZ would 
simply reimburse them over 
time through any new prop-
erty taxes that are created,” 
Sikorski said.
 All this is based on perfor-
mance, City Manager Barry 
Sullivan said.
 “Th ey have to perform 
and once they perform they 
can get reimbursed,” he said.
 Sikorski said property 
taxes are currently being col-
lected on the rail park prop-
erty.
 “Th at is what you would 
consider your base value,” 
he said. Taxing entities will 
continue to collect the base 
value over the years. If a 
TIRZ is developed as prop-
erty values increase, incre-
mental value is increased 
above and beyond the base 
value.
 “Of that incremental val-
ue, that new value… the city 
has the ability to create the 
TIRZ and take a portion of 
that incremental value and 
put it into a segregated fund 
that can be used to pay for 
those TIRZ projects.”
 Money derived from a 
TIRZ is not a new city 
property tax. Nor is it a tax 
increase.
 “It’s taking property taxes 
that already exist and put-
ting them into a separate 
fund,” Sikorski said.
  Once the TIRZ ends, all 
base value continues to fl ow 
back to the city’s general 
fund.
 TIRZ funds are expect-
ed to be used for a local 
match of $5 million for a 
bridge over the railroad at 

FM 1202, another portion 
would go for public infra-
structure within the rein-
vestment zone plus up to 
a 5.5 percent simple inter-
est for fi nancing the infra-
structure and for Chapter 
280 economic develop-
ment.
 A map of the Camp How-
ze park with 14 prospective 
buildings and roads was part 
of an electronic data pack-
age presented at the meeting 
but Sullivan emphasized the 
map is not a blue print for 
how the park will eventually 
look.
 “It’s just a concept that 
we think we could get this 
many square foot of build-
ings, and to do that we’re 
going to need so many 
streets and so much wa-
ter and sewer and so much 
drainage… I mean, it’s a 
rough calculation. Th ese are 
not engineered construction 
drawings… these are nice 
round numbers.”
 Th e buildings would like-
ly total 5.8 million square 
feet with a build out value of 
$368 million.
 “Th is would generate 
taxes and this is over a 25-
year period of $95 million, 
so if we did a TIRZ on that, 
we did it at 50 percent, we 
believe we would bring in 
about $47 million for the 
TIRZ and that’s what we 
would be allowed to pay the 
developers back,” Sullivan 
said.
 Also approved was action 
of Gainesville Economic 
Development Corporation 
which voted to approve a 
performance agreement 
with Camp Howze Devel-
opment Partners.
 Th e developer will still 
pay $2,500,000 at closing 
for the land. Th e remaining 
$2,400,000 will be secured 
by the performance agree-
ment with an associated 
Letter of Credit from Camp 
Howze Development Part-
ners’ lender, which will take 
the place of the previously 
proposed promissory note 
after the sale of the prop-
erty, according to city offi  -
cials.
 Th e council also approved 
on fi rst reading an amend-
ment to a city ordinance 
authorizing a rezone from 
commercial three district 
zoning to an industrial zon-
ing of approximately 6.98 
acres at 3910 East Highway 
82. Th e owners of Dennie’s 
Towing are planning to re-
locate their business from 

4908 East Highway 82 to 
3910 East Highway 82 
property and have requested 
the rezone to accommodate 
their business.
 “Th is [rezone] does not 
fall within our future land 
use plan for what we’re look-
ing at for the East [High-
way] 82 area,” Community 
Development Director Mike 
Doughty said of the request, 
adding the planning and 
zoning commission voted 
three to one November 8 to 
deny the rezone.
 Jannet Jackson, co-owner 
of Dennie’s Towing who 
spoke during a public hear-
ing on the item, said the 
business her family would 
like to open at 3910 East 
Highway 82 is a metal wheel 
repair shop along with the 
towing business and a tow-
ing storage facility contained 
within a 6-ft, 100x100-ft 
steel fence.
 Th e storage facility would 
not be a salvage or junk 
yard, Jackson said.
 She also told the council 
her father Dennis Souther-
land opened Dennie’s Tow-
ing in 1996.
 “We’re talking about a 
family business that has sur-
vived over 25-plus years in 
Gainesville, Texas,” she said. 
She also noted Dennie’s 
does not own the property 
where it currently operates 
and must move to an indus-
trial zoned area to stay in 
business.
 Sullivan explained rezon-
ing the property could have 
unintended consequences. 
When the city council con-
siders zoning changes it 
doesn’t necessary look at 
what type of business is 
initially opening up in the 
zone, he said.
 “When you look at rezon-
ing, you’re supposed to look 
at overall impact of that type 
of zone,” Sullivan said. “Be-
cause no matter who moves 
into it or what their initial 
plans are, what you’re ap-
proving is anything that can 
happen in that zone. In this 
case, anything that’s ranked 
as industrial can move into 
that zone.”
 He also noted a lot of the 
businesses in the 1400 block 
of East Highway 82 area 
are “legal non-conforming 
uses.”
 “When we redid our zon-
ing back in 2008… since 
that point in time, those 
businesses continue to op-
erate,” he said. “Once they 
close down for six months 

or more then they lose that 
legal non-conforming us-
age. Part of the idea behind 
that comprehensive plan is 
to have that commercially 
zoned and not have that 
look like an industrial area,” 
he said.
 After approval on the fi rst 
reading, the ordinance will 
be return for consideration 
on the December 20 agen-
da. It can be placed on fu-
ture agendas up to two more 
times, Sullivan said.
 Th e council also voted 
to authorize a rezone from 
commercial two district to 
an outdoor commercial zon-
ing district for 4.36 acres sit-
uated at 1505 East Highway 
82. Th e property is a former 
gas station. 
 It also approved a rezone 
from commercial two dis-
trict zoning to a low density 
multi-family zoning of plus 
or minus .531 acres at 1503 
North Commerce Street.
 Sullivan pointed out the 
property would be a buff er 
zone between commercial 
and single family residential 
property in the area.
 “Th is is just real close to 
[Highway] 82,” Sullivan 
said, adding “[It] provides 
that buff er zone.”
 Th e council approved 
declaration by Gainesville 
Police Department of three 
Motorola Dispatch Control 
Components and acces-
sories as surplus. Th e items 
will be transferred to the 
city of Whitesboro Police 
Department.
 Th e council also approved 

(Continued on Page 4)



Susan Elizabeth 
Schwerdtfeger-Pigg

Services
 Susan Elizabeth Schw-
erdtfeger-Pigg, 69, passed 
away December 5, 2022 at 
Medical City Hospital in 
Arlington, Texas.
 Th ere will be an intimate 
family gathering at their 
homeplace to celebrate her 
life with her nephew, Paul 
Meyenberg offi  ciating.
History
 She was born May 25, 
1953 in Bayshore, New York 
to Philip and Luda Schw-
erdtfeger.
 Susan graduated from 
West Babylon Senior High 
School in 1970. She relo-
cated to Texas in 1981. In 
1985, she found the love 
of her life, Roger, and they 
married on December 11, 
1985 in Nocona, Texas. She 
graduated with an associates 
degree in accounting from 
Vernon Regional College in 
1993 where she was named 
Student of the Year.
 Susan loved her horses, 
cows, cats and dogs. She was 
a country girl at heart. She 
always said, “I wasn’t born 
in Texas, but I got here as 
quick as I could!”
 Susan recently retired 
from Lake Kiowa POA 
where she was the offi  ce 
manager for six years. Susan 
will be deeply missed by her 
friends, family and all who 
knew her.
Survivors
 Susan is survived by her 
husband, Roger Pigg; step-
children, Rama and Jesse 
Garrard of Mead, Okla-
homa; Crystal and Jeremy 
Gulley of Mooreland, Okla-
homa and Tyrell and Saman-
tha Pigg of Princeton, Texas; 
step-grandchildren, Breanna 
Sutherland, Lane Garrard, 
Keely Garrard, Kyler Wheat-
ley, Kimberlyn Wheatley, 
Axl Harris and Verity Pigg; 
step-great-grandchildren, 
Addalyn, Addison and 
Brecklyn Sutherland and 
Henslee Garrard; sister, 
Cathy Meyenberg; neph-
ews, Paul and Sandy Mey-

enberg, Steven and Wendy 
Meyenberg and Brian Mey-
enberg and great-nephews, 
James, Kevin, Kyle and 
Myles; great-nieces, Amy 
and Laney; cousins, Donna 
Atkins and Lynn Jacobs.
 She was preceded in death 
by her father, Philip; moth-
er, Luda and brother-in-law, 
Wayne Meyenberg.

Norma Cassie
Kammerdiener McNew

Services
 A funeral service for Nor-
ma Cassie Kammerdiener 
McNew will be held at 2:00 
PM Monday, December 
12, 2022 at Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home with 
Rev. Bryan Kammerdiener 
offi  ciating.  A visitation will 
be held at the funeral home 
on Sunday from 2:00 to 
4:00 PM.
History
 Norma Cassie Kammer-
diener McNew was born 
on October 22, 1940 in 
Gainesville, Texas to Char-
ley and Ethel Kammerdie-
ner. She was a graduate of 
Gainesville High School in 
1958. She married Robert 
Frank McNew on March 
20, 1958 and remained 
married for 62 years until 
the time of Robert’s death. 
She was an active member 
of the Callisburg Church 
of Christ and she provided 
a remarkable example of a 
wife and mother.
 Norma was an avid reader 
and gardener. She reared 
four children, multiple 
grandchildren and chroni-
cled their lives with photos 
captured in detailed al-
bums. In addition to raising 
her family, she worked as a 
seamstress and administra-
tive assistant for many years.
 Norma was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, and 
friend.
Survivors
 Survivors include:  son Joe 
McNew and wife Heather 
of Allen, son James McNew 
and wife Betsy of Hous-
ton, daughter Kim Bossert 
and husband Bill of Bostic 

NC; grandchildren Brandi, 
Morgan, Zoe, Nick, Adam, 
Brittany, and Jared; fi ve 
great-grandchildren, broth-
er Bryan Kammerdiener 
and wife Terrie of Gaines-
ville, and sister Polly Bevil of 
Madison WI.
 Norma was preceded in 
death by her husband Rob-
ert, her son Robert Jr., her 
parents Charley and Ethel 
Kammerdiener, her sisters 
Doreen Kammerdiener, 
Nancy Krahl, Gladys An-
glin, Th elma Sue Austin, 
and her brothers, Charley 
Kammerdiener Jr, and Clif-
ford Kammerdiener.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Lutz William “Bill” 
Harper

Services
 Graveside funeral services 
celebrating the life of Lutz 
William “Bill” Harper, of 
Pottsboro, are scheduled 
for Tuesday, December 13, 
2022, at the Bolivar Cem-
etery in Bolivar, Texas.  A 
viewing is planned from 6 
PM to 8 PM on Monday, 
December 12, 2022, at 
the Geo. J. Carroll Funeral 
Home in Gainesville, Texas.
Bill passed away at his 
residence on December 7, 
2022. 
History
 He was born April 4, 
1954, in Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, and became a 
United States citizen in 
1963.  As a child Bill trav-
elled with his mother and 
father, Edith Ann Mangold 
Harper and William Bryan 
Harper, as they resided in 
Spain, various parts of the 
United States and Germany.  
Bill graduated from Kai-
serslautern American High 
School in Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, subsequently en-
listing in the United States 
Air Force where he served 
honorably for 4 years.  Fol-
lowing his service, Bill 
worked for Mobil Oil, Dal-
las, Texas, on a naval vessel 
conducting seismic research 

in all parts of the world in-
cluding France, United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Mada-
gascar, and the Netherlands.  
He and his father-in-law, 
Stephen M. Cole, co-owned 
North Texas Tire and Auto 
in Gainesville, Texas.  Until 
his retirement in 2016, Bill 
worked at Weber Aircraft, 
Southeastern Freight Lines, 
and Central Freight Lines.
 Bill married Veronica 
Cole at the Naval Air Sta-
tion in Grand Prairie, Texas, 
in 1982.  Th e couple raised 
two sons.  Th roughout his 
life Bill was always willing 
to lend a helping hand and 
made long, enduring friend-
ships. His father-in-law, 
brother-in-law Steve (Cow-
boy) and Jeff  Harris had  a 
very special place in Bill’s 
heart.  He had a wonderful 
sense of humor, and was an 
outstanding son, husband, 
father, son-in-law, father-in-
law, and PePa.
 He is preceded in death 
by his mother, father-in-law, 
and brother-in-law Stephen 
D. Cole. 
Survivors
 Bill is survived by his 
wife Veronica, son and 
daughter-in-law William 
Cole Harper and Sharon 
Harper of Keene, Texas, son 
and daughter-in-law Daniel 
Scott Harper and Dawndi 
Harper of Whitesboro, 
Texas, grandchildren Kae-
lynn and Hayes Harper, and 
through marriage grandkids 
Tayton Mackenzie, Cora 
Adams, Abby Townsend, 
and Aliveah Heard, mother-
in-law Sylvia Cole, broth-
ers-in-law and sisters-in-
law Ben and Nancy Cole 
of McKinney, Texas, and 
Bobby and Rhonda Cole of 
Sadler, Texas.
 Pallbearers are William 
Harper, Daniel Harper, Jeff  
Harris, Kevin Cole, Ben 
Cochran, and Sam Adams.  
Honorary pallbearer is Lo-
ren Davis.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Donna K. Braudaway
 
Services
 Donna Kay Braudaway, 
64, of Woodbine, TX, 
passed away December 3, 
2022 in Altus, OK. A grave-
side service is scheduled 
for 2:00 p.m. on Friday, 
December 9, 2022, at Oak 
Grove Cemetery in Wood-
bine.  Arrangements are un-
der the care of Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home.  
History
 Donna was born June 
4, 1958 in Cooke County, 
Texas to Leon and Dor-
ris (Sawyer) Th omison.  
She was a great and loving 
mother to her four sons and 

one daughter, even though 
they were more than any 
one mother should handle.  
She will forever be missed 
and never forgotten.  Donna 
had fought and beat cancer 
twice.  She continued fi ght-
ing it through her last breath 
this third time.  She refused 
to leave her loved ones and 
continued to fi ght despite 
the pain it caused her.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: chil-
dren: Kyle Brock, Parnell 
Brock, Chris Brock and 
wife Kimberly, Mickey Da-
vis, and Jamie Hensley; 18 
grandkids; 5 great-grand-
kids; brothers: Danny Ray 
and James; and sister Sha-
ron.
 Mrs. Braudaway was pre-
ceded in death by: her par-
ents; husband James Brau-
daway; and brothers: Darell 
and Bucky.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Jodie Vance
 
Services
 Joseph Woods “Jodie” 
Vance, 83, of Mountain 
Springs, passed away De-
cember 3, 2022 in Denton.
 A Rosary prayer service, 
with visitation to follow, will 
begin at 6:00 p.m. on Sun-
day, December 11, 2022, 
at Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home in Gaines-
ville.  A memorial Mass is 
scheduled for 10:00 a.m. 
on Monday, December 12, 
2022 at St. Th omas Aquinas 
Catholic Church in Pilot 
Point.  Mr. Vance will be 
laid to rest at Valley View 
Cemetery at a later date.
History
 Jodie was born March 
22, 1939 in Dallas.  He at-
tended St. Edward’s Grade 
School and graduated from 
Jesuit High School in 1957.  
Mr. Vance spent most of his 
career with Circle K Ranch 
training and judging quarter 
horses.  He was also a brand 
inspector for the State of 
Texas and worked with the 
Gainesville Livestock Auc-
tion.  Prior to his retirement 
Mr. Vance worked with the 
Mountain Springs Water 
Company.  He was a lover 
of all animals, a third-degree 
Knight of Columbus, and an 
active member of St. John’s 
Catholic Church (Valley 
View) and St. Th omas Aqui-
nas Catholic Church (Pilot 
Point).
Survivors 
 Mr. Vance was preceded 
in death by: parents Ray-
born and Rosalie (Long) 
Vance; sister Mary Alice 
Maher; brother Ray Vance; 
brother Cardy Vance and 
wife Sandy; brother Mike 
Vance; brother-in-law Jim 

Klement; and niece Stepha-
nie Vance.
 Survivors include: sister 
Cissy Klement of Gaines-
ville; sister-in-law Cathy 
Vance of Dallas; and his 
“Bonus Children”: Kathleen 
Beach, Tim Klement, Mari-
anne Percy, Christine Doyle, 
Eileen Weber, Jeff  Vance, 
Jodie Vance, Andrew Vance, 
Patrick Vance, and Michael 
Vance.
Donations 
 In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to Noah’s Ark Animal 
Shelter.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Thomas Edward
(Tom) Schalk

Th omas Edward (Tom) 
Schalk, 79, of Gainesville, 
passed away December 2, 
2022.  Memorial services 
will be held Wednesday, 
December 7 at 2:00pm in 
the chapel of Geo J. Carroll 
Funeral Home, 602 Lind-
say Street, Gainesville, TX.  
Th ere will be no visitation 
held.
History
 He was born in Little 
Rock, Arkansas on January 
11, 1943 to parents Leroy 
and Ann Schalk. He grew 
up in Eldorado, Arkansas 
where he attended school 
and graduated in 1961.  He 
selected Louisiana Tech for 
college where he majored in 
business and pledged with 
the Kappa Sigma fraternity.  
During this time, his par-
ents relocated to Gainesville 
where his father accepted 
the position of manager of 
the 77 Bowl bowling al-
ley.  Tom opted to transfer 
to the University of North 
Texas to pursue his degree 
while helping his family.  He 
worked at the bowling alley 
and met Ray and Joy Die, 
avid bowlers at the time.  
Joy immediately saw po-
tential in him and insisted 
her daughter, Joybell, come 
meet him.  He asked her on 
a date, and fate led them to 
marry on August, 19, 1967.  
After graduating from the 
University of North Texas, 
Tom entered the United 
States Navy as a commis-
sioned offi  cer and worked 
as a navigator fl ying many 
combat missions during the 
Vietnam War. He exited 
active duty in 1972 but re-
mained in the naval reserves 
earning the rank of Captain 
before being honorably dis-
charged in 1992.
 After his Naval tour 
ended in 1972, Mr. Schalk 
began working with Mi-
chael Rigler as a staff  ac-
countant while pursuing his

(Continued on Page 7)

The Weekly News
December 14, 2022

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com
Fax: 940.665.2162 3

Obituaries



The Weekly News
December 14, 2022

216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.23204

COOKE COUNTY- Th e 
following sentences were 
issued for felony indict-
ments and fi led in 235th 
District Court.
 Anthony Devyon Rodri-
guez, 20, was convicted of 
the January 19, 2021 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon and was 
sentenced to seven years 
suspended time, seven 
years’ probation, seven 
years confi nement in a state 
jail facility and court costs. 
Rodriguez was also sen-
tenced to seven years sus-
pended time, seven years’ 
probation, seven years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs in 
connection with the Feb-
ruary 4, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of tamper/

fabricate physical evidence 
with intent to impair.
 Nathan James Bassett, 
25, was convicted of the 
April 9, 2021 second de-
gree felony off ense of ag-
gravated assault with a 
deadly weapon and was 
sentenced to fi ve years con-
fi nement in a state jail fa-
cility and court costs.
 Michele Renee Stal-
bosky, 49, was convicted 
of the September 6, 2021 
state jail felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram and was sentenced to 
six months confi nement in 
a state jail facility plus res-
titution and court costs.
 Jason Adam Sheldon, 
37, was sentenced to two 
years’ probation deferred 
and court costs in connec-

tion with the October 13, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of injury to a child.
 Timothy Dewayne Jack-
son, 39, was convicted of 
the March 9, 2022 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and 
was sentenced to two years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, three years’ proba-
tion, a $500 fi ne plus resti-
tution and court costs.
 Donald Oland Jones, 29, 
was convicted of the June 
17, 2022 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram and was 
sentenced to one year con-
fi nement in a state jail fa-
cility plus restitution and 
court costs.

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX
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940-759-2502
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Chronic Disease

Management
Same Day Sick Visits

DOT Physicals
Most Insurance Accepted

Muenster Family Medical Clinic

4317 N. I-35 • Gainesville
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Gainesville Takes Steps to Create First-

Ever Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
(Continued from Page 2)

earmarking $70,000 de-
rived from the city’s hotel 
occupancy tax funds for 
the Medal of Honor Mu-
seum set to be built on the 
North Central Texas Col-
lege Gainesville campus. 
Th e money will be donated 
to the college to help fund 
the building. Th e college has 
received $5 million in fund-
ing from the state legislature 
for the project. Th e balance 
of the cost -- estimated to 
be at least $170,000 above 
the amount provided by the 
state -- will be funded via 

donations from the city of 
Gainesville and the Medal of 
Honor Host City program 
as well as private sources.
 Th e hotel occupancy tax 
money set aside to help with 
the MOH museum could 
only be used for certain pur-
poses, Sullivan noted.
 “Th is funding is limited to 
items that will bring tourists 
to the community of which 
one of those things is use it 
on preserving history,” Sul-
livan said. “Th is would pre-
serve history. It would bring 
in tourists to see our Medal 
of Honor Museum which 
compliments our Medal of 

Honor Host City program. 
We budgeted $70,000 this 
year out of that hotel occu-
pancy tax, and once again 
this is not tax money from 
property taxes. It’s not from 
sales tax. It’s from this hotel 
occupancy tax that can only 
be spent on, like, seven dif-
ferent things in the city, all 
to bring tourism and this is 
one of them that is allowed.”
 “Can’t spend it on streets. 
Can’t spend it on quiet 
zone,” Mayor Tommy 
Moore added.
 Th e council also rec-
ognized Employee of the 
Month Ethan Facio of 

Gainesville Fire-Rescue for 
his leadership and contribu-
tions to the department’s fi re 
prevention clown programs 
for local elementary school 
students. Hired by the de-
partment in 2019, Facio is 
also a member of the GFR 
swift water rescue team and 
is currently serving at the 
rank of driver engineer.
  Th e council also approved 
minutes of the November 
15 regular city council meet-
ing.
 All council members and 
the mayor were present for 
the December 6 meeting.

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

Such a cute perfor-
mance with an amazing 
group of youth thes-
pians. Th e next shows 
are December 15-17 at 
7:00 pm and then De-
cember 18 at 2:30. Go 
to butterfi eldstage.org 
or call 940-665-1284 to 
get your tickets!

Commissioners OK Cattle Guard 

Installation at County Fairground
(Continued from Page 1)

 Commissioners also ap-
proved the following con-
sent agenda items.
 Minutes of previous 
meeting(s).
 Receive and fi le for re-
cord departmental reports 

- District Attorney – No-
vember, Constable Pct. 
2 – November, JP Pct. 
2 – November, County 
Clerk – November, Ru-
ral Subdivision & Septic 
– November, Constable 
Pct. 1 – November, Com-
missioners Precincts 3 & 
4 – November, Library – 
November, District Clerk 
– November, County At-
torney – November, Court 
Compliance – November, 
Delinquent Tax Collec-
tions – November, JP Pct. 
1 – November.
 FY22 Budget Amend-
ments.
 FY23 Budget Amend-
ments.
 Payment of monthly 
bills.
 Payroll and related ex-
penses.
 Road bore agreements 
with Woodbine Special 
Utility District for 5052 
CR 203 in Pct. 2 and 1510 
Hawkins Road in Pct. 1 
 Surplus by replace-
ment of two Watchguard 
Body Camaras, Cooke 
County Tag #3975, Se-
rial #BWC2-006987 and 
Cooke County Tag *3978, 
Serial #BWC2-007012 lo-
cated at the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Acceptance of anony-

mous donation of $.20 to 
the library - Judge Steve 
Starnes 
 Statement of Finan-
cial Position for FY22 for 
Cooke County CSCD.
 Contract renewal with 
Medical City Denton from 
January 1, 2023 through 
December 31, 2024.
 Acceptance of FY22 Buy 
Board rebate in the amount 
of $475.
 Quote from Stowe’s In-
dependent Services LLC 
for replacement of boiler at 
the library for $11,650.
 Texas Federal Surplus 
Facilities Application for 
Eligibility.
 County Auditor apply-
ing for the Local Assistance 
and Tribal Consistency 
program launch through 
the US Department of 
Treasury 
 Mutual Aid Agreement 
with Valley View VFD for 
FY23.
 Th e commissioners also 
voted to pay out over-
time due to EMS work-
ers. EMS chief Wes Reed 
told commissioners he 
discussed the option of 
paying the overtime to 
the workers or allow-
ing it to roll over with 
Cooke County Human 

Resources Director Eliza-
beth Huchton. Huchton 
suggested the department 
would be better served by 
paying the workers over-
time rather than allowing 
time off  to accrue.
 Th e total overtime 
amount is $5,780.50.
 Th e commissioners also 
voted to reject the sole 
bid received for the Main 
Street parking lot project 
and to rebid the project. 
Th e bid received contained 
some mistakes, County 
Auditor Shelly Atteberry 
noted.
 Th e commissioners took 
no action on the Kress 
building, the radio com-
munications system, the 
annex or the weigh station.
 Th e commissioners 
did vote to authorize the 
county judge to sign a lease 
addendum for the second 
fl oor of the Prosperity 
building with Gary Dale 
Lewis Jr.  
 No action was taken 
regarding various grant 
funds – FEMA, FEMA - 
2020 COVID-19, CTIF 
Road Grants and American 
Rescue Plan Act
 All commissioners and 
the county judge were 
present for the meeting.
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Gainesville Police Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Criminal mischief was 
reported by the city of 
Gainesville in the 100 
block of East Main Street. 
Damage was estimated at 
less than $2,500.
 A citation was issued in 
the 700 block of Lindsay 
Street stemming from a 
noise complaint.
 Joseph Paul Jamieson 
reported theft of property 
less than $750 in the 1300 
block of North Grand Av-
enue.
 A citation was issued to a 
subject found to be in pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia in the 200 block of 
North Grand Avenue.
 Claude Edward Tomlin-
son III and Alexis Cath-
erine Trubenbach reported 
burglary of motor vehicles 
in the 1900 block of Col-
lege Avenue.
 A citation was issued for 
drug paraphernalia in the 
1300 block of East Garnett 
Street.
 Burglary of a building 
was reported at Gypsy Star 
Designs in the 100 block 
of North Morris Street.

 Tyrone Latrell Martin 
reported a hit and run ac-
cident in the 4300 block of 
North I-35.
 Duty upon striking un-
attended vehicle was re-
ported in the 3800 block 
of North Grand Avenue.
 Jose M. Perez Nunez re-
ported criminal mischief of 
a vehicle in the 1200 block 
of South Howeth Street.
 Guadalupe Dejesus Gar-
cia-Lara reported theft of a 
motor vehicle in the 200 
block of South Schopmey-
er Street.
 Corey Aaron Richey re-
ported theft of service in 
the 200 block of Davis 
Street.
 Susan Carol Swanson 
reported theft of property 
less than 4750 in the 2000 
block of Wheeler Creek 
Drive.
 A traffi  c stop lead to a 
possession of drug para-
phernalia citation in the 
100 block of West High-
way 82.
 A citation for possession 
of drug paraphernalia was 
issed in the 1800 block of 
Weaver Street.
 A runaway juvenile was 
reported in the 500 block 
of Berend Avenue.

Arrest Log
 Kai M. Medford, 19, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Isaac D. Rios, 32, crimi-
nal trespass, four misde-
meanor warrants. Accord-
ing to a GPD incident 
report, a security check of a 

residence in the 100 block 
of West Tennie Street re-
sulted in a warrant and on 
view arrest.
 Kristen N. Hale, 31, pos-
session of dangerous drug.
 John M. Hawk, 41, 
theft of property less than 
$30,000.
 Zay A. Henry, 45, ar-

rested on outstanding mis-
demeanor warrants.
 Fernando Garcia, 33, 
possession of a marijuana 
less than two ounces.
 Kevin L. Humphrey, 56, 
driving while intoxicated 
third or more.
 Roel Escamilla, 49, pos-
session of a controlled sub-

stance less than one gram 
and driving with invalid 
license without insurance.
 Charles A. Franks, 30, 
two misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Anthony D. Futrell, 38, 
public intoxication.
 Logan Crump, 46, mis-
demeanor warrant.

USE YOUR 
EQUITY

Need a new deck, help with your child’s college tuition, or help with 
unexpected medical expenses? You can use the equity in your home to make 
it all possible without disturbing your important investments. Come down 
and see us and we’ll explain all the details.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

Give us a call today for 
your FREE inspection!

Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.

Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 An incident of pos-
session of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams was reported at 
Corporate Drive and 
north I-35.
 John Russell Corcoran 
reported theft of proper-
ty less than $30,000 on 
County Road 401.

Arrest Log
 Kameron Kevon Buck-
ley, 26, unlawful carry-
ing weapon, possession of 
marijuana less than two 
ounces.
 Jolene Bridges, 47, 
failure to maintain fi-
nancial responsibility, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, driving while 
license invalid, failure to 
appear.
 Johan Alejandro De La 

Rosa, 20, sexual assault of 
a child.
 Randy Dean Fain, 65, 
expired driver license, fail-
ure to appear.
 Michael Th omas Kirk, 
40, driving while intoxi-
cated second.
 Gary Glen Petty, 51, 
obstructed view through 
windshield.
 Jamie Danielle Shannon, 
36, credit card or debit 
card abuse.

Marriage License

Requests Received
COOKE COUNTY-Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Blake Edward Hempton, 
25, Gainesville and Mariana 
De Jesus Olvera Torres, 22, 

Gainesville.
 Christopher John Allen, 
59, Gainesville and Mitzi 
Tonja Crick, 63, Gaines-
ville.
 Dillon Paul Gray, 22, 
Gainesville and Stormy 
Dawnrae Barnett, 22, 

Whitesboro.
 Cory Shane Huddleston, 
51, Callisburg and Heather 
Turner Dungan, 42, Gaines-
ville.
 Brandon Michael Dough-
erty, 38, Gainesville and Teri 
Lynn Payne, 44, Gainesville.

COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Mauricio Sanchez vs. 
Maria T. Castaneda, di-
vorce.
 Mary Cathern Coulson 
vs. Tom Carroll Maloney, 

all other civil cases.
 Jade Brittany Joles vs. 
Leonard T. Joles, divorce.

Cases Decided
 Hunter-Kelsey II, LLC 
vs. Jacob Matthew Atkins, 
et al, fi nal judgment/non-
jury, tax cases.
 James Clyde Cox vs. 
Gardner Trucking, Inc., 

agreed judgments, injury 
or damage with motor ve-
hicle.
 Ovation Services, 
LLC vs. Byron Justin 
Wood, final judgment/
non-jury, all other civil 
cases.
 Isaac Almanza vs. Nata-
sha Almanza, agreed judg-
ments, divorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

Home Hospice Hosts
Annual Tree Celebration
COOKE COUNTY - 
Home Hospice of Cooke 
County is hosting our 
30th annual Light Up A 
Life Celebration on Sat-
urday, December 17th, 
at 10am-1pm in At The 
Treehouse Resale Store, 
1311 N. Grand Ave. in 
Gainesville.  Friends, pa-
tients and staff will join 
together to celebrate 
those that have touched 
our lives by honoring or 
remembering them with 
a cardinal on our Cel-
ebration Tree. It begins 
at 10am with a reception 
and refreshments until 
1pm. 
 Those in attendance 
will have the opportu-
nity to donate and hang 
a cardinal on the tree. 
Cardinals are a symbol 
of those we have lost and 
how we remain in con-
nection with them. They 
can be placed in honor of 
someone you admire and 
appreciate, in celebration 
of a special event, or in 
remembrance of a loved 
one or colleague. “People 
touch our lives in many 
ways and placing a cardi-
nal on the tree is a special 
way to remember those 
people,” said Tamera 
Whitlow, Community 
Development for Home 
Hospice.
 You can also purchase 
cardinals by going on-
line at www.home-
hospice.org to use the 
Light Up A Life dona-
tion link, completing a 
donation form or call-
ing our office at 940-
665-9891. Cardinals 
will be placed on the 
tree or mailed to you. 
Light Up A Life is our 

Home Hospice Annual 
Giving Campaign and 
funds raised go directly 
toward providing ser-
vices and care for our 
terminally-ill patients 
and their families. 
 Home Hospice of 
Cooke County is a 

501(c)(3) local commu-
nity-based organization. 
We are dedicated to pro-
viding the best care and 
support to enhance the 
Quality of Life of our pa-
tients and their families. 
Over the past 40 years we 
have served generations 

of families as the most 
trusted hospice. Contact 
us for additional infor-
mation, at www.home-
hospice.org , call us at 
940-665-9891 or join 
us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/homehos-
piceofgrayson.
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Letter Policy
Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to 
submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. 
No letter will be printed without confi rmation from 
the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-point.  
  Lengthy letters may require condensing. Con-
fi rmed letters will be printed as space allows. Letters 
that are not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that 
the author’s name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without cor-
rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month 
that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the 
author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

Letters to the Editor...

By Michael Barone

 When John Quincy 
Adams was informed by 
a committee that he was 
elected president by the 
House of Representatives, 
for the fi rst and only time 
through the procedure 
set by the 12th Amend-
ment of the Constitution, 
he responded in writing. 
“Th e answer was not very 
gracious,” writes historian 
George Dangerfi eld. “If it 
were possible, wrote Mr. 
Adams, by declining the 
offi  ce to cause an imme-
diate election that would 
bring about a clearer re-
sult, he would gladly do 
so. But since this was not 
Constitutionally permis-
sible, he accepted the 
Presidency.”
 Th e 45th president evi-
dently takes a diff erent 

view than the sixth presi-
dent of what is politically 
appropriate and constitu-
tionally permissible. Last 
weekend, on his proprie-
tary Truth Social website, 
Donald Trump wrote, 
“So, with the revelation 
of MASSIVE & WIDE-
SPREAD FRAUD & 
DECEPTION in work-
ing closely with Big Tech 
Companies, the DNC, & 
the Democrat Party, do 
you throw the Presiden-
tial Election Results of 
2020 OUT and declare 
the RIGHTFUL WIN-
NER, or do you have a 
NEW ELECTION? A 
Massive Fraud of this type 
and magnitude allows for 
the termination of all 
rules, regulations, and ar-
ticles, even those found in 
the Constitution.”
 Th e former president 
did not specify who is en-
titled, and by what writ, 
to declare the rightful 
winner, mandate a new 
election or terminate the 
rules, regulations and ar-
ticles in the Constitution. 
By any fair reading, his 
words seem at odds with 
the presidential oath to 
“preserve, protect and de-
fend the Constitution of 
the United States.”

 Th is is not to say that he 
doesn’t have some valid 
complaints. His post was 
apparently in response to 
the revelations authorized 
by Twitter’s new owner 
Elon Musk and circulated 
by independent journal-
ist Matt Taibbi about 
Twitter’s largely success-
ful suppression of the 
New York Post’s October 
2020 stories dealing with 
the material on Hunter 
Biden’s laptop.
 Th e Twitter report also 
makes it plain the FBI 
offi  cials advanced with-
out basis the theory that 
the Biden laptop had 
been hacked, which for-
mer FBI general counsel 
James Baker as Twitter 
general counsel used to 
justify Twitter’s suppres-
sion. Th is week, Musk 
fi red Baker for limiting 
Taibbi’s disclosures.
 Twitter didn’t act alone 
back in October 2020. 
Some 50 former intel-
ligence offi  cials issued 
a statement saying the 
Biden emails had “all the 
classic earmarks of a Rus-
sian information opera-
tion.” Th at statement was 
itself disinformation, it 
turns out. And it should 
not need to be said that 

law enforcement and in-
telligence agencies and of-
fi cials should not interfere 
in political elections.
 Th is was not the fi rst 
such interference, of 
course. FBI offi  cials, in-
cluding former Director 
James Comey, were com-
plicit in the Russia collu-
sion hoax, promoting the 
fraudulent Steele Dossier 
originally prepared for 
Hillary Clinton’s cam-
paign.
 It would be interesting 
to imagine a counterfac-
tual history in which in-
coming President Donald 
Trump was not distracted 
by baseless charges of col-
lusion advanced by high 
government offi  cials and 
leading Democratic of-
fi ceholders and given 
unearned credibility by a 
partisan press determined 
to bring down a hated 
president.
 Perhaps, in that al-
ternate world, partisan 
feelings would not be so 
bitter and confi dence in 
institutions so low as they 
are today. And as they 
continue to be, Trump’s 
refusals to apologize for 
misstatements and to ad-
mit that he lost the 2020 
election resemble many 

vaunted media organiza-
tions’ refusals to apologize 
for hyping the Russia col-
lusion hoax and for sup-
pressing legitimate news 
helpful to the Trump 
campaign.
 In summary, plenty of 
disgraceful misconduct 
all around. And self-
defeating misconduct at 
that.
 It’s hard to see how 
Trump’s statement about 
“terminating” the “rules, 
regulations, and arti-
cles” in the Constitution 
doesn’t disqualify him 
for the second term he 
says he seeks. Polls have 
shown his support leak-
ing away, and Trump-en-
dorsed Senate candidates 
went down to defeat this 
November in Arizona, 
Nevada, Pennsylvania 
and this week in Geor-
gia. It’s become clear that 
whining about losing the 
last election is not a vote-
winner.
 It’s also true that theo-
retically apolitical law 
enforcement and intel-
ligence agencies, as well 
as the political press, 
have forfeited the trust 
of an uncomfortably 
large number of citizens. 
Th ere’s a price to pay for 

their disregard of high-
minded exhortations that 
election results, however 
unwelcome, should be re-
spected and offi  ceholders 
treated as legitimate.
 More confessions of er-
ror, such as Silicon Valley 
Rep. Ro Khanna’s opin-
ion article in the Wall 
Street Journal, are in or-
der. But few others have 
been forthcoming.
 How this downward 
spiral ends is not clear. 
John Quincy Adams, re-
luctant to accept the of-
fi ce, lost the next election 
to Andrew Jackson, then 
was elected to the House 
and served with distinc-
tion for the rest of his 
life. Maybe Trump could 
astonish everyone by ac-
cepting his retirement 
and sitting down at a desk 
in Mar-a-Lago and writ-
ing a book describing his 
not nonexistent accom-
plishments. Any chance?
 Michael Barone is a se-
nior political analyst for 
the Washington Exam-
iner, resident fellow at the 
American Enterprise In-
stitute and longtime co-
author of Th e Almanac of 
American Politics.
 COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM

Michael Barone

Downward Spiral of Disgraceful Misconduct

By Susan Estrich

 It doesn’t sound like 
much, but President Joe 
Biden is doing better on 
Main Street. His over-
all approval ratings have 
been slowly improving 

since August, when gas 
prices fi nally settled down 
and Biden won congres-
sional approval for the 
Infl ation Reduction Act. 
According to the fourth 
quarter poll conducted 
by CNBC and Survey 
Monkey, Biden’s approv-
al rating is going up for 
the fi rst time in the eight 
quarters of his presidency 
-- up to, OK this doesn’t 
sound great, but 34% 
among small business 
owners. He stopped a 
streak of six straight quar-
terly declines. 
 In the CNBC/Survey-
Monkey poll, Biden’s 
approval rating rose just 
slightly among Demo-

crats and independents 
to 83% of Democrats 
and 31% of independents 
telling pollsters they ap-
prove of Biden this quar-
ter, compared with 81% 
of Democrats and 29% 
of independents last 
quarter. Th e shifts are in-
cremental, but they add 
up to a positive move in 
Biden’s direction. Among 
the general public, the 
CNBC/SurveyMonkey 
poll found Biden’s ap-
proval rating up from 
41% to 45%. 
 “I will ensure Joe Biden 
does not receive four 
more years,” former Presi-
dent Donald Trump said 
in his announcement 

speech. “In two years, 
the Biden administration 
has destroyed the U.S. 
economy. Destroyed,” 
he claimed. Not so fast. 
Small business owners, 
at least, are more confi -
dent now than they were 
last summer that they 
can survive an economic 
downturn. Falling gas 
prices help. Good em-
ployment numbers help, 
so long as they last. And 
so does something else. 
 People like Joe Biden. 
Th at’s what my friend 
John Kasich, the former 
governor of Ohio says 
about the president, and 
I think he’s right. When 
I was doing politics, 

and Biden was running 
against my candidate, we 
called him “Uncle Joe.” It 
was a nice nickname, a re-
fl ection of the fact that he 
was considered to be a de-
cent and honorable man, 
a man whose life had 
been touched by tragedy 
that gave him a sort of 
gravitas. As it happened, 
my colleagues were the 
ones who knocked him 
out of that race by circu-
lating a tape of him giv-
ing the same speech as the 
British Labor candidate, a 
silly stunt that blew up in 
the pre-viral way. It didn’t 
stop me from liking and 
respecting Joe Biden. I 
still think of him as Uncle 
Joe. 
 So, it seems, do a lot of 
people. He is inching his 
way back up in the polls. 
People expect infl ation to 
continue, and it will; and 
worse job numbers may 
help infl ation but cost in 
popularity, so the future is 
unclear. But even so, the 
trend is in his favor. Th e 
midterm was an unex-
pected boost. 
 And here’s my predic-
tion. Of course Joe Biden 
is running again. He has 
had a remarkably success-
ful presidency, particular-
ly when you consider nar-
row margins in the House 
and none in the Senate. 

He has earned the right 
to run again. 
 Because frankly, can 
anyone point to the 
Democrat who would do 
better in a general elec-
tion than he would? 
 We remain very much a 
politically divided coun-
try. But it is not Biden 
who is dividing us. He 
doesn’t get out there every 
day and see how he can 
carve out his piece of the 
pie. Th at’s what Trump 
does, sometimes desper-
ately so. Biden is still try-
ing to play to the broader 
electorate, not just to his 
base. He is not a polariz-
ing personality. He wants 
to be liked by everybody, 
and unlike the former 
president, he has up-
side potential. He is the 
grown-up in the room, as 
the House struggles to or-
ganize and the Senate sits 
divided. Th ere is no other 
real power center, so there 
is room for support for 
Uncle Joe to grow. At 
least as long as gas prices 
stay in line.
 To fi nd out more about 
Susan Estrich and read 
features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators Syndicate website at 
www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2022 
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Susan Estrich

Joe Biden and the Price of Gas 

Opinions

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 Christmas 2022 is 
“Knocking at Our Doors!  
Lights, parades, decora-
tions, ornaments, trees of 
various colors, pine needles 
stuck in the carpet until 
April, garland, holly, mis-
tletoe, stories of Christmas 
past, the wonderful smell 
of chocolate, divinity, pe-
can pies, cookies of green 
& red food coloring, candy 
canes, church celebrations, 
ham, dressing (or stuffi  ng), 
family & friends, the smell 
of fi replaces in the winter 
air, + all the smiles of joy 
& wonder on the faces of 
kids, young & old.
 And let’s not forget Old 
Saint Nick, Santa Claus 
himself, arriving out of the 
sky, guided from the North 

Pole by 9 reindeer, Dasher 
& Dancer, Prancer & Vix-
en, Comet & Cupid, Don-
ner & Blitzen, and Ru-
dolph.  Kids will recognize 
Rudolph, for he is the one 
with the Bright Red Nose. 
 Gainesville really “does 
it up right” when it comes 
to Christmas lights & 
decorations.  Besides the 
municipal decorations 
throughout the downtown 
district, thousands of resi-
dences adorn their homes 
in the most wonderful way.
 Every time I think I have 
witnessed the best col-
laboration of lights, orna-
ments, and other decora-
tions at someone’s home, 
just around the corner is 
another amazing display.
 And who can forget the 
White Christmas of 2009?  
Snow began to fall in the 
late morning on Christ-
mas Eve, and it snowed & 
snowed & snowed.  Along 
with 40-50 Mph winds 
that afternoon, we experi-
enced blizzard conditions.  
Christmas 2009 was only 
the fourth (4th) White 
Christmas on record for 
the DFW area since me-
teorological records have 
been kept.
 Let us remember the 

true meaning of Christmas.  
For most of us, Christmas 
is a celebration of the birth 
of Jesus Christ, our King & 
Savior.  It is thought that 
the 4th Century Church 
in Rome adopted Decem-
ber 25 as the offi  cial date, 
supposedly coinciding 
with what early Christians 
believed that was a nine-
month period since Christ 
was conceived. 
 Jesus was born to the 
Virgin Mary in Bethle-
hem.  Luke 2:7 states, “She 
gave birth to her fi rst son, 
wrapped him in clothes 
& laid him in a manger-
there was no room in the 
inn.”  Shepherds in nearby 
fi elds were informed of the 
birth of Jesus by an Angel, 
and were the fi rst to see the 
newborn savior.
 Magi (astrologers), ar-
rived to visit the newborn 
king.  Th ey brought gifts 
of gold, frankincense, & 
myrrh.  Visitors who came 
to see the newborn Jesus 
had followed a mysterious 
star, commonly known 
as the Star of Bethlehem, 
which announced the birth 
of Jesus.
 Many residences & 
churches exhibit nativity 
scenes.  One local church, 

the First Presbyterian, has 
had a live nativity scene 
at times, several days prior 
to Christmas, with church 
members portraying the 
various characters, as well 
as live animals partici-
pating in a wonderful & 
breath-taking rendition of 
the birth of the Christ Je-
sus.
 Th erefore, this Christ-
mas season, enjoy with 
family & friends.  Cel-
ebrate at & with your local 
church.  Reach out & help 
the needy & less fortunate.  
Count & be aware of the 
blessings that God & Jesus 
have bestowed on you & 
your family.
 Pray for peace.  Pray 
for health & wellbeing of 
our military troops.  Th e 
battles those young men 
& women sometime wage 
represents the reason that 
we are free to celebrate 
Christmas. 
 IN ADDITION, as I 
have stated before, let us 
ALL remember that prayer 
remains the most powerful 
tool that the current hu-
man species can possesses.

Dean Smith
Gainesville
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Certifi ed Public Accountant 
accreditation.  He received 
his MBA from the Univer-
sity of North Texas in 1974.  
He was promoted to partner 
at his offi  ce of Rigler and 
Schalk, CPA and proudly 
worked providing account-
ing services to the Gaines-
ville community.  In 1984, 
Tom joined with fellow CPA 
Judy Smith to open the new 
accounting fi rm of Schalk & 
Smith, PC (which is still in 
operation today).  
 For over fi fty years, Tom 
Schalk has been a contribut-
ing member of Gainesville 
through his participation 
in clubs such as the Opti-
mist Club, Rotary Club and 
Chamber of Commerce as 
well as donating his time 
and fi nancial support to 
many not-for-profi t organi-
zations around the commu-
nity.  
Survivors
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Leroy and 
Ann Schalk, and his beloved 
wife Joybell Die Schalk. 
He is survived by son Trey 
Schalk of Gainesville with 
wife Amy, daughter Joyann 
Cooke of Highland Vil-
lage with husband Brad and 
children Addelyn Joy Cooke 
and Mackson Th omas 
Cooke, and many friends.
Donations
 In lieu of gifts, the family 
respectfully suggests donat-
ing to the GISD Founda-
tion in support of education 
for GISD or Noah’s Ark be-
cause he loved animals.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Carl Mitchell

Services
 Carl Douglas Mitchell, 
Sr., 87, of Era, passed away 
December 11, 2022 in Era.
 Th e family will receive 
friends from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, No-
vember 14 at Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home.  A 
funeral service is scheduled 
for 10:30 a.m. on Th ursday, 
December 15 at Era Church 
of Christ.  Interment will 
follow at Era Cemetery.
History
 Carl was born April 12, 
1935 in Frederick, OK and 
graduated high school in 
Putnam City, OK.  He mar-
ried Glenda Long on De-
cember 31, 1955 in Shaw-
nee, OK.  A life-long love of 
aviation began when he ob-
tained his pilot’s license and 
purchased an airplane at 
the age of 16.  Mr. Mitchell 
fl ew for Haliburton, Texas 
International, Continental 
Airways, Samsung, and as 
an Air Force instructor, liv-
ing in various locals includ-
ing Kansas, Iowa, Georgia, 

Hawaii, Guam, and Korea.  
He logged over 30,000 
hours of fl ight time and re-
tired in 1995.  Mr. Mitchell 
enjoyed working his farm, 
caring for his animals, and 
continued fl ying recreation-
ally in retirement.  He was 
a member of Era Church of 
Christ.
 Mr. Mitchell was pre-
ceded in death by: parents 
Harbert and Gladys (With-
erspoon) Mitchell; brother 
Nolan; and sisters Mary, 
Ann, and Laura.
Survivors
 Survivors include: wife 
of nearly 67 years, Glenda 
Mitchell of Era; son Doug 
Mitchell and wife Kathy of 
Era; daughter Mitzi Lyons 
and husband Kyle of Wil-
lis; grandchildren Marissa 
Payne and husband Jesse, 
Tanner Lyons, Travis Lyons 
and wife Lacie, and Kayla 
Lyons; great-grandchildren 
Macy and Violet; and sister 
Margaret Strouhal of Nor-
man, OK.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to Era Church 
of Christ.  You may sign the 
online register at www.geoj-
carroll.com.

Jimmy Ray England

Services
 Jimmy Ray and Eva Eng-
land will be celebrated and 
remembered on Monday 
Dec. 12, 2022 at 4:00 PM 
at Shawnee Lake Wedding 
Venue (old Home Builder’s 
Assoc). 
History
 Jimmy Ray England, 83, 
of Shawnee, OK was born 
Nov 4, 1939 to Ray and 
Florence England and died 
Dec 2, 2022 in Lewisville, 
Texas.  He married the 
love of his life Eva Eliza-
beth (Wilson) England on 
Oct 31, 1959.   Jimmy Ray 
moved to Gainesville, TX 
in September to be near his 
daughter. 
 Jimmy served his country 
in the United States Army 
and then Air Force, both 
regular and reserve for over 
30 years.  He was an avid 
hunter and fi sherman, tak-
ing many trips to Canada, 
Wyoming and many other 
states.  He loved to build 
and create, having built 
4 homes with and for his 
closest friends while work-
ing for Oklahoma Gas and 
Electric.  He was a “forced” 
horseman, after giving in to 
the begging for a “horkie” 
by his 5-year-old daughter. 
Most of all, he was a loving 
and devoted husband, father 
and grandfather who will be 
missed.
Survivors
 He is survived by his 
daughter Lisa Westervelt 
and son-in-law, Mitch-
ell, of the home; grand-
daughter, Cara Westervelt 
of Ohio; greatgrandchil-
dren, Isabella and Jackson 
of Ohio; sister, Patricia 
Wood and her husband, 
Ron of Oklahoma City; 
sister-in-law, Mary Wilson, 
Stigler, OK; brother-in-
law, Ron Wilson; neph-
ews: Mike Conaughty, 

Greg Conaughty, Lyndon 
Wilson and Jason Wolfe; 
nieces Tina Wilson, Mi-
randa Fournier, Marcella 
Childers and Lori Wilson; 
many cousins and friends.
Jimmy Ray was preceded in 
death by his best friend and 
wife of 60 years, Eva Eliza-
beth (Wilson) England, his 
parents Ray and Florence 
England, brother Raymond 
Baxter England, brother-in-
law Lyndon “Sonny” Wil-
son, sister-in-law Mary Ann 
Wilson Brewer, and parents-
in-law Lyndon and Lillian 
Wilson. 
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions can be made to Okla-
homa Department of Wild-
life Conservation in Jimmy’s 
name.                 

Sarah Nell
Friday Norris

Services
 Sarah Nell Friday Nor-
ris passed away December 
7, 2022 at Just Like Home 
in Whitesboro, Texas at the 
age of 88 years young, com-
fortably and peacefully, she 
went to be with her Lord 
and Savior. Funeral services 
honoring Sarah will be held 
at 10:00 AM on Satur-
day, December 10, 2022 at 
Meador Funeral Home of 
Whitesboro, offi  ciated by 
Chaplain Jack Duitsman.  A 
private interment will follow 
for the family at Macomb 
Cemetery.  A time of visita-
tion for family and friends 
will be held at Meador Fu-
neral Home from 6:00 PM 
to 7:30 PM on Friday De-
cember 9, 2022.
History
 Sarah was born on March 
26, 1934 in Gober, Texas 
to Varnell Friday and Fran-
ces Mozell Carpenter.  She 
married Robert Lee Nor-
ris on October 23, 1978 in 
Durant, Oklahoma and they 
were married for 40 years 
prior to his passing.  Sarah 
graduated from N.R. Cro-
zier Technical High School 
in 1951; she attended TWU 
and Grayson County Col-
leges, was listed in Who’s 
Who in American College 
and Universities, graduat-
ing with her master’s degree 
in Computer Science.  She 
was a member of the TI Bass 
Club in McKinney, and she 
enjoyed reading, camping, 
and fi shing.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
son, Guy Phil Rennaker 
Jr.; daughter, Sarah JoLynn 
Corbin and husband, Bry-
an; fi fteen grandchildren, 
eighteen great-grandchil-
dren, and two great-great-
grandchildren.
 Sarah was preceded in 
death by her parents, Var-
nell and Frances Friday, 
husband, Robert Lee Nor-
ris, son, Danny Mark Frank, 
and daughter, June Amanda 
Pruett.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers dona-
tions may be made in her 
honor to your local school 
library.
 To sign the online registry, 
please go to www.meadorfu-
neral.com. 
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Animals For Sale
The Weekly News of 
Cooke County offers clas-
sifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50. 940-665-2320.

Eddie has been at our shel-
ter for 125 days now. He 
has spent the holiday sea-
son cooped up in a ken-
nel and we just can not 
understand why. He is the 
sweetest boy and loves to 
play in the water. When 
the weather was warmer 
we would get the hose out 
and spray it in the air and 
he would have a blast try-
ing to catch the water in 
his mouth. Eddie is house-

broken and gets along great with other dogs. He is just 
adorable! He is very environment driven and loves to 
play outside. He is just full of personality and goofi -
ness! If you are looking to add a new furry bff to your 
holiday movie nights and dinner parties then please 
consider making Eddie’s whole year by adopting him 
today! Eddie has been neutered, microchipped, and 
is up to date on all his age appropriate vaccinations, 
meaning he is go home ready today! If you are interest-
ed in adopting Eddie please give us a call at (940)665-
9800 and we can set you up an appointment to come in 
and meet him! 

Animal Adoption For Sale

Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   07/27

Garage 
Sales

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call at 
940.665.2320.

Stacks of Old Vinyl Re-
cords, Lots of Antiques 
and Collectible Books. 
940-668-7028, Leave 
Message.
                                                                   11/23

Help Wanted

Neu Ranch House is 
now hiring Host/Ca-
shier, Wait Staff, Cooks 
and Dishwashers/Bus-
ers. Apply in person 
to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                   10/05

The Weekly News is hir-
ing full time/part time 
sales consultant. Potential 
Work from home. Fill out 
app at 216 W. Pecan in 
Gainesville. 
                                                                                                                                                      09/21

LEAD MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
The Gainesville Housing Authority is currently accept-
ing applications for a Lead Maintenance Supervisor to 
supervise and perform maintenance for 196 rental units. 
Applicants should have above average skills in commu-
nication, organization, computer, and supervision as well 
as experience maintaining rental properties including the 
make ready process and solving minor electrical issues. 
Salary will be based on knowledge and experience and 
include an excellent benefi t package. Qualifi ed applicants 
should possess a valid drivers license and pass a back-
ground screening.  For more information please call (940) 
665-1747 or pick up an application at our offi ce located at 
715 E. California St., Suite A.  You may also email your 
resume to employment@gainesvilletxhousingauthority.
com.  The Gainesville Housing Authority is an equal op-
portunity employer.

Callisburg ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers 
and Field Trip Drivers for the 
current school year. Appli-
cants must be 21 years of 

age, must have a Class A or 
B CDL with passenger and 

school bus endorsement and 
be able to have a current or 
pass a DOT medical exam. 
Applicants must also pass a 
background check, driver’s 
record check, and pre-em-
ployment drug test. Aver-

age morning and afternoon 
routes run 60-75 minutes. 

All buses are equipped with 
security cameras. Interested 

applicants may obtain an 
application at the Callisburg 

ISD Administration Offi ce 
located at 148 Dozier Street, 

Callisburg, TX or at the 
Transportation Offi ce located 
at 308 Dozier Street, Callis-
burg, TX. Interested parties 
may also contact Cory Hud-
dleston at 665-0961 exten-

sion 365. We look forward to 
hiring new drivers who want 

to work for a district that 
respects the job they do!

Now Hiring Equipment 
Operator with CDL and/
or CDL Driver for Local 
Construction Company. 
Competitive Pay. Good 
Hours. 940-736-4763 or 
email jcp1000@ymail.
com.
                                                                   10/05

Callisburg ISD Is 
Currently Accepting Ap-
plications For Custodial 
Positions. Applications 
Are Available At The 

Callisburg ISD Admin-
istration Offi ce Located 
At 148 Dozier St. Cal-

lisburg, TX. 76240. 
You May Contact Cory 

Huddleston @ 940-
665-0961 ext. 365 With 
Any Questions About 

The Positions.

Pure Bred Mini Dachs-
hund. Males, $250 Fe-
male, $300. Shots and 
Wormed 940-759-4923.
                                                                   12/07

The Weekly News
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Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Legal Notices Continued ...

Services

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of George O. Laurie, De-
ceased, were issued on December 6, 2022, in Cause 
No. PR18205, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: Kelsey “Deborah” Brooks.
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

 c/o:  Derrell L. Comer
  Comer Law Firm, PLLC
  P.O. Box 973
  109 E. California Street
  Gainesville, Texas 76241

DATED the 12th day of December, 2022.

    Derrell L. Comer
    Attorney for
    Kelsey “Deborah” Brooks
    State Bar No.: 24036386
    P.O. Box 973
    109 E. California Street
    Gainesville, Texas 76241
    Telephone: (940) 665-4111
    Facsimile: (940) 665-4114
                                                                                                                                                                 12/14

STATE OF TEXAS         235th JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF COOKE 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CV22-00371 

To: SOUTHWEST INVESTMENT CORPORATION 

 NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “YOU HAVE BEEN 
SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A 
WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE 
MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION FO 20 DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED 
THIS CITATION AND PETITION, A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU. 
IN ADDITION TO FILING A WRITTEN AN-
SWER WITH THE CLERK, YOU MAY BE RE-
QUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES TO 
THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE 
DISCLOSURES GENERALLY MUST BE MADE 
NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER YOU FILE 
YOUR ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT 
MORE AT TEXASLAWHELP.ORG.” 
 You are hereby commanded to appear by fi ling a 
written answer to the PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PE-
TITION of plaintiff at or before 10 o’clock a.m. of the 
Monday next after the expiration of forty-two days after 
the date of service of this citation before the Honorable 
235TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, Cooke County, Texas, 
at the courthouse in the city of Gainesville, Texas. 
 Said petition was fi led in said court, on the 11th day 
of October 2022 in cause number CV22-00371 on the 
docket of said court and styled: 

STEPHEN BYRON GORDON, BERNADINE A. 
GORDON AND WILLIAM LARRY GORDON VS. 
LEISURE TIME DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
AND SOUTHWEST INVESTMENT CORPORA-
TION 

 The nature of this cause is the Plaintiffs request to 
seek title to the described parcel of real property, Judg-
ment for the title and possession of the real property 
that is subject of the suit and any other and further re-
lief to which the plaintiff may be justly entitled, regard-
ing the following described property, to wit:. 
 Leisure Time Development Corporation, a dis-
solved Texas Corporation, is the title holder of record 
of Lot 907, Pioneer Valley Subdivision Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas as shown on the plat thereof, recorded in 
Volume 531, Page 715 Plat records of Cooke County, 
Texas.
 Southwestern Investment Company, a dissolved 
Texas Corporation, is the title holder of record of Lot 
908, Pioneer Valley Subdivision Cooke County, Texas 
as shown on the plat thereof, recorded in Volume 531, 
Page 715 Plat records of Cooke County, Texas. 
 The offi cer executing this citation shall promptly 
serve the same according to requirements of law, and 
mandates thereof, and make due return as the law di-
rects. 
 ISSUED and GIVEN under my hand and seal of said 
court at Gainesville, Cooke County, Texas this the 16th 
day of November 2022. 

RETURN TO:
 JAMES L. MOSS
 ROBERTSON & MOSS ATTORNEYS LLP
 104 W MAIN ST 
 GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240

   MARCI A. GILBERT, DISTRICT CLERK
   COOKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
   101 S DIXON, ROOM 207
   GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240 
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Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, 
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Give us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320 or visit us 
online day or night at www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

STATE OF TEXAS         235th JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF COOKE 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CV22-00371 

To: LEISURE TIME DEVELOPMENT CORPORA-
TION 

 NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “YOU HAVE BEEN 
SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A 
WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK WHO 
ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE 
MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRA-
TION FO 20 DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED 
THIS CITATION AND PETITION, A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU. 
IN ADDITION TO FILING A WRITTEN AN-
SWER WITH THE CLERK, YOU MAY BE RE-
QUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES TO 
THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE 
DISCLOSURES GENERALLY MUST BE MADE 
NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER YOU FILE 
YOUR ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT 
MORE AT TEXASLAWHELP.ORG.” 
 You are hereby commanded to appear by fi ling a 
written answer to the PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PE-
TITION of plaintiff at or before 10 o’clock a.m. of the 
Monday next after the expiration of forty-two days after 
the date of service of this citation before the Honorable 
235TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, Cooke County, Texas, 
at the courthouse in the city of Gainesville, Texas. 
 Said petition was fi led in said court, on the 11th day 
of October 2022 in cause number CV22-00371 on the 
docket of said court and styled: 

STEPHEN BYRON GORDON, BERNADINE A. 
GORDON AND WILLIAM LARRY GORDON VS. 
LEISURE TIME DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
AND SOUTHWEST INVESTMENT CORPORA-
TION 

 The nature of this cause is the Plaintiffs request to 
seek title to the described parcel of real property, Judg-
ment for the title and possession of the real property 
that is subject of the suit and any other and further re-
lief to which the plaintiff may be justly entitled, regard-
ing the following described property, to wit:. 
 Leisure Time Development Corporation, a dissolved 
Texas Corporation, is the title holder of record of Lot 
907, Pioneer Valley Subdivision Cooke County, Texas 
as shown on the plat thereof, recorded in Volume 531, 
Page 715 Plat records of Cooke County, Texas.
 Southwestern Investment Company, a dissolved 
Texas Corporation, is the title holder of record of Lot 
908, Pioneer Valley Subdivision Cooke County, Texas 
as shown on the plat thereof, recorded in Volume 531, 
Page 715 Plat records of Cooke County, Texas. 
 The offi cer executing this citation shall promptly 
serve the same according to requirements of law, and 
mandates thereof, and make due return as the law di-
rects. 
 ISSUED and GIVEN under my hand and seal of said 
court at Gainesville, Cooke County, Texas this the 16th 
day of November 2022. 

RETURN TO:
 JAMES L. MOSS
 ROBERTSON & MOSS ATTORNEYS LLP
 104 W MAIN ST 
 GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240

   MARCI A. GILBERT, DISTRICT CLERK
   COOKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
   101 S DIXON, ROOM 207
   GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240 
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VFW Post 6205
136 S Ash, Muenster

Hall Rental/Bar Rental
For More Information, Call 940-759-2921 

or 940-634-3414
Open Bar/Cold Beverages- 3:00-7:00pm  
To Be A Part of the VFW Flag Service, 

Call 940-759-2921

Event Rentals

Federal Universal Service 
Charge (FUSC) Increase

This notice regarding the FUSC
applies to Nortex Communications

telephone service customers.

Effective January 1, 2023, the FUSC 
on your Nortex Communications bill will 
increase as a result of an increase in 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion’s (FCC) universal service fund con-
tribution factor from 28.9% to 32.6%. 
The FUSC is calculated in accordance 
with FCC rules by applying the new 
contribution factor of 32.6% (0.326) to 
the charges for interstate services. The 
federal universal service fund helps to 
ensure access to affordable communi-
cations services in hard-to-serve rural 
areas of the United States. If you have 
any questions regarding the FUSC, 
please contact the Nortex Communica-
tion business offi ce at (940) 759-2251.

BID REQUEST FOR HORSES 

North Central Texas College is accepting bids on two 
(2) aged Quarter Horse gelding.  The horses are lo-
cated at the NCTC Equine Center. Interested bidders 
can come and view before placing a bid. For further 
information contact Hannah Gillmore, NCTC Equine 
Program, at (940) 668-7731 ext. 4318. Bids addressed 
to Dan Doss, North Central Texas College, 1525 West 
California Street, Gainesville, TX. 76240, or via e-mail 
to ddoss@nctc.edu be received at the above address no 
later than 2:00 P.M. Friday, December 16, 2022. Bids 
will be accepted via e-mail, fax or US mail. NCTC re-
serves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive 
any or all formalities.  NCTC does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, reli-
gion, age, disability in employment, or the provision 
of services.
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For only $39/year you can
receive the best news coverage 

in Cooke County at home!

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas 
Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Missing
Something?

Offering subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272

Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 
Lindsay - 76250 • Myra - 76253
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Fax: 940.665.2162 9

Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Continued ...

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

BowieHomeTeam.com
“Serving North Texas”

972-768-7085 (Neil)
972-816-0467 (Susie)
neil.bowie@cbdfw.com

susie.bowie@cbdfw.com
“Best of Zillow” Premier Agent

Neil & Susie Bowie, Realtors® 

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
Well Inspection & Purifi cation 

Test Available
940-668-8840 / 940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling  LIC 4743A1

ESCOBEDO’S
TREE SERVICE

Family Owned, Family Operated

All Your Tree
Service Needs

FREE
ESTIMATES

940-727-9883

The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classifi eds for as 
low as $7.50 per week! Just give us a call 940-665-2320. 

214.546.0140

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com 

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
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Custom Beef Processing
Immediate Openings Available
Call for details and scheduling

Also selling our own Feed Lot Beef!
- Whole or Halves - 

Come check out our full service retail counter!

1610 West Pine St.  |  Nocona, TX
940-825-1036

Open Mon-Sat 9-6
Follow us on Facebook

Rocking D 
Trucking

Backhoe/Skid Steer Service
Driveways

Rock/Dirt Hauling
Pads Built

Land Clearing and
Gradework

Over 25 Years Experience
940-736-6111
940-736-3843

“UPSCALE”
Professional Offi ce 
Suite For Lease at 

Lake Kiowa:
6360 FM 902

Common Waiting 
and Reception
Waiting Areas.
$500/Month.

Includes All Utilities 
and Internet.  Call 
940-736-1966 For 
Complete Details.

Mention this ad to receive 1st month’s rent free.  
Newly renovated 2 and 3-bedroom brick homes 
located in quiet neighborhoods.  Homes come 
with CH/A, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, dis-
posal, and washer/dryer connections.  Owner 
pays water and maintains the yard.  Rent and se-
curity deposit are based on income for quali  ed 
applicants.  There are no application fees. Pick 
up your application today at 715 E. California 
St. or go to www.gainesvilletxhousingauthority.
com, click on the Washington Court/Walnut Lane 
information at the bottom of the page to 
print out an application.  For more infor-
mation contact Amber Sandoval, Prop-
erty Manager at (940) 665-1747. 

1ST MONTH FREE RENT

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

3BR/2BA Central Heat and Air Mobile Home. Cal-
lisburg School District. NO PETS. $1100/Mth, $1100 
Deposit. 1067 CR 121. Call 940-284-0051.
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House For Rent

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
1821 Culberson 
409 W. Hwy 82 

Dixon Apts
Lynwood Apts. 

Shady Glen Apts.
Aspen Apts.
 - Sanger- 

Rexal HVAC/R
940-284-5196

#TACLA123809C

We Honor
Most Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455
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Offi ce: 940.665.232010

PAPP CK 'N' MAILPACK 'N' MAIL
The Packing Pros

We take the hassle out of shipping!
FED EX US Mail

UPS Packing Materials
Boxes Mailbox Rental

Passport Photos Fax
Document Shredding Notary

Copies

1014 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville
Between Big Lots & Family Dollar

Phone 940-665-1188 / Fax 940-665-1099  Open 9-6 M-F & 10-2 Sat.

Document Shredding
Copies

Hours: M-F 7:30 am - 6 pm, Sat & Sun 9 - 9:30 am & 5 - 5:30 pm

K-9 KLIPS & KOUNTRY KLUB
Plan NOW for your Pets Christmas 
Retreat, like you have planned your 
Vacation, in our Heated for Central 

Heating and A/C Facility!
7450 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville

(940) 665-9466 • (940) 665-8500

Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Long Term Care

5 STAR RATED FACILITY
BY MEDICARE

(Continued from Page 1)

of Enrollment Manage-
ment Belinda Carroll who 
was appointed president 
of TACRAO; Debbie 
Huff man, a director with 
TACTE and Jennifer Beal, 
director of enrollment and 
advising and co-chair of 
the THECB. Wallace also 
introduced members of 
the stock horse team and 
a group of student athletes 
including members of the 
women’s cross country 
team who attended na-
tionals where they placed 
tenth.
 In his chancellor’s re-
port, Wallace reminded 
the board 2023 is an elec-
tion year.
 “We have two [board 
member positions] that 
will be open,” Wallace 
said. 
 Th e fi rst day to fi le for a 
place on the ballot is Janu-
ary 18, 2023. Th e last day 
to fi le as a regular candi-
date is February 17. Can-
didate fi ling packets will 
be available online as well 
as on campus.
 NCTC is also hoping 
to hold joint elections in 
conjunction with local 
independent school dis-
tricts, hospital districts, 
Cooke County and the 
city of Gainesville, Wal-
lace said.
 Th e board approved a 
consent agenda which in-
cluded minutes of the Oc-
tober 24 regular meeting 
and appointment of San-
dy Otto as fi ling authority 
and election administra-
tor.
 Vice-Chair Dick Haay-
en who conducted the 
meeting in the absence of 
Chairperson Karla Met-
zler called on Regent Jon 
Grime to present a build-
ing and IT committee re-
port. Grime said the com-
mittee discussed the plan 
to build residential hous-
ing. 
 Later in the meeting 
Wallace added some in-
formation to a discussion 
about NCTC’s housing 
situation.
 “[Th e idea to build new 
student housing] began as 
a conversation somewhat 
out of the building sub-
committee for the board 
[of regents], our desire to 
continue to serve our stu-
dents and residential ca-
pacities,” Wallace said.
 Current talks also stem 
from past discussions 
about dorm facilities for 
the college’s equine stu-
dents.
 Th e board also discussed 
pricing for the project.
 “I think the last time we 
bid pre-Covid on a tradi-
tional dorm we were at $8 
million to $10 million for 
about 100 beds,” Wallace 
said.
 Th e building committee 
has arrived at some tenta-

tive plans with eff orts from 
NCTC workers, architects 
and sub-contractors fi g-
uring into the cost of the 
project.
  Future plans including 
the addition of both men’s 
and women’s soccer pro-
grams at NCTC as well 
as rising “housing insecu-
rities” among the student 
population are ramping 
up pressure on offi  cials to 
help ease the housing cri-
sis.
 Wallace also said the 
college is considering 
bringing basketball back 
to NCTC.
 “Th ere’s a growing de-
mand for [basketball],” 
Wallace said. “If basket-
ball comes back, there’s a 
lot of work before we can 
do that.”
 Adding basketball 
would require enhanced 
gym and locker room fa-
cilities as well as more 
student housing options.
 In addition, college ad-
ministrators are hoping 
to add the bachelor de-
gree nursing program to 
NCTC health sciences of-
ferings furthering increas-
ing the need for student 
housing. 
 NCTC housing is al-
ready at a critical level, 
Wallace said.
 “We’re at a point where 
housing is going to come 
to a conclusion at NCTC 
if we don’t think down 
the road,” he said.
 Estimates for the proj-
ect fi x the cost around 
$4 million for a 66-bed 
facility, according to Vice 
Chancellor of Admin-
istrative Aff airs Robbie 
Baugh.
 Th e board also heard 
from Dr. Van Miller who 
presented the October 
2022 fi nancial report.
 “I think I would be re-
miss if I didn’t call your 
attention to a couple of 
glaring issues,” Miller 
said. “We are in audit sea-
son right now. Our fi nal 
stages are being put on 
the audit for presentation 
in a couple of weeks, and 
every year we have this is-
sue when we end one fi s-
cal year we have a lot of 
deferred revenues, any-
thing we collect in June, 
July and August for the 
next school year has to be 
carried over on the books 
to the next year.”
 “Last year we did that 
in October,” Miller said, 
adding prior year num-
bers show all of the fall 
tuition and all of the fall 
room and board under 
“auxiliary enterprises.”
 “Th is year….that trans-
action did not happen 
until the fi rst of Novem-
ber,” he said. “So, we 
show negative local funds 
through the end of Oc-
tober. Th at’s because we 
have not yet brought any 
of our tuition and fee rev-

enue for fall over to the 
books.”
 Th e funds were brought 
over three weeks ago, he 
said. “Expenses at the 
bottom of the page are 
going to be very accurate 
but please don’t have any 
heartburn over the num-
bers at the top of the page. 
We are in good shape.”
 Th e cash fl ow report 
indicates cash available at 
the end of October 2022 
is slightly higher than it 
was at the same time last 
year.
 Other reports included 
information on Open 
Educational Resources 
[OER] presented by Pro-
fessors Jared Ince and 
Tamar Bell. OER is a no-
cost textbook solution for 
students.
 Bell discussed how 
OER is implemented in a 
classroom.
 “OER was personally 
important to me in a ze-
ro-cost textbook choice 
for my public speaking 
interpersonal course in 
the speech department 
because as a fi rst gen-
eration college student 
myself when I got to the 
community college I also 
had a lot of diffi  culty and 
challenges paying for my 
textbooks,” she said. “It’s 
like paying for classes is 
one thing and then you 
have this other hurdle to 
fi gure out… so I know 
it was important for me 
to pass on that equitable 
opportunity to all of my 
students leaving no stone 
unturned to give them a 
chance to succeed.”
 Bell said delays in ac-
cessing textbooks can 
negatively impact student 
success. Students were 
able to access the text-
book for her class via the 
Canvass platform free on 
the fi rst day of class. Th e 
OER also has a print op-
tion for students who pre-
fer a physical copy of the 
course material.
 Wallace noted the ef-
fort to integrate OER 
occurred in response to 
the rising cost of support 
materials, lab materials, 
course content.
 He also provided a 
primer on OER. “Basi-
cally, these folks have 
written material and been 
willing to publish it… 
when they could’ve writ-
ten their own textbook 
and made money [them-
selves],” Wallace said. 
“And I think that’s the 
important aspect of this 
is giving back to the stu-
dents and now we have a 
resource to save students 
$625,000 when honestly 
the college probably in-
vested about $5,000 for 
them to be able to do it.”
 Haayen commended 
the work of Ince and Bell 
and asked about expand-
ing the OER program.

 “We do have other [in-
structors] working on OER 
work as well,” Wallace said. 
“Where the board supports 
this work is through the 
continued support of giv-
ing course reduction, giv-
ing the stipend that we’ve 
been and supporting that 
through a budgetary pro-
cess to say, ‘Dr. Wallace, 
keep doing those things.’ 
‘Dr. King keep allowing 
faculty to take the time to 
off er those.’… but we are 
going to come back with 
more of these.”
 Th ere are some caveats, 
Wallace noted. 
 “Where you fi nd it a 
struggle is in the scienc-
es and mathematics,” he 
said. “It is so diffi  cult to 
have open resource mate-
rials in some disciplines.”
 Books for classes such 
as anatomy and physiol-
ogy can cost upwards of 
$300-$400 and “there’s 
just not a lot out there yet 
but we’re even working 
on that. How do we make 
that better?”
 Additional funding 
from the state level is also 
a possibility, Wallace said.

Plyler Construction to Build
MOH Museum at NCTC

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2017 Kia Rio2017 Cadillac XT5

2013 Ford F-150
Supercrew

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!


